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Welcome! 

Our Master of Information Science program in the Department of Information and Library 
Science is carefully designed to be flexible enough to accommodate your specific interests 
and goals, while being structured enough to ensure that when you graduate from our 
program you will gain a thorough and rigorous mastery of the field. Maintaining this 
balance means that IU, as in any university of its size and prestige, has rules and policies to 
help you as you pursue your degree. 

This handbook is your guide to navigating the requirements and policies of the program, the 
Luddy School, and Indiana University. You will find that some of our requirements and 
policies are quite flexible, such as the choice of your elective courses, while some 
requirements and policies are more rigid, such as the GPA requirements and required 
courses. Our commitment to fairness, diversity, academic integrity, scientific rigor, and 
respect for all people means that some of our policies are absolute and unwavering. 

If you have questions or need additional information, please feel free to contact us directly or 
email GoLuddy@iu.edu. 

Dr. Carol Choksy, Teaching Professor 
Director of Master of Information Science degree program 
Department of Information & Library Science 

Dr. Anita Chan, Professor & Chair 
Department of Information & Library Science 
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About Luddy 

Founded in 2000, the Luddy School is a pioneer in integrating computing, social science, 
and engineering. As a multi-campus institution with campuses in Bloomington and 
Indianapolis, Luddy is committed to providing world-class education and conducting 
cutting-edge research across multiple disciplines. As a leader in interdisciplinary STEM 
education and research, the Luddy School is uniquely positioned to drive innovative 
solutions for society's most pressing challenges. Our 2024-2030 strategic plan outlines bold 
goals for student success, transformative research, and community service—ensuring that 
Luddy remains at the forefront of scientific and technological advancement. We are 
dedicated to being a force for socially responsible technical innovation, equipping the next 
generation of leaders with the skills and knowledge to drive real-world change. 

Our mission is to lead education and research in computing, information science, and 
technology to improve the well-being of humanity. Our vision is to be an unstoppable force 
for society-centered scientific and technological innovation. Our values are 

• Society-centered technology: we prioritize technology that serves humanity and 
addresses global challenges. 
• Thought leadership: we aspire to lead through groundbreaking ideas and responsible 

innovation. 
• Excellence and integrity: we maintain the highest standards in our work and uphold 

ethical principles. 
• Belongingness: we cultivate an inclusive environment where all voices are valued. 
• Teamwork and transparency: we believe in collaborative efforts and clear 
communication to drive collective success. 

Overview of the Information and Library Science Department 

The Department of Information and Library Science (ILS) is located within the Luddy School of 
Informatics, Computing, and Engineering at Indiana University Bloomington, and our history 
spans more than eight decades. Since our inception in 1951, we have remained steadfast in our 
commitment to producing the world’s top information professionals and librarians. 

Whether your interest is in data science, information management, information architecture, 
human-computer interaction, or information visualization, your ILS degree will prepare you to 
use information systems, information services, and technology to create a stronger, smarter 
tomorrow. You will learn how to curate, organize, and disseminate information to make it more 
useful to local and global communities. You will learn how to work with and manage 
information systems in organizations, preserve traditions and histories, and 
advance one of the greatest endeavors humans have ever embarked on: the ability to store, 
retrieve, and share data, information, and knowledge. 

Overview of Master of Information Science (MIS) 

The Master of Information Science (MIS) program is an interdisciplinary professional degree 
designed to equip you with the skills and expertise needed to thrive in the rapidly evolving 
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information technology environment. This program prepares you for dynamic careers in 
designing, managing, and consulting on cutting-edge information and communication 
technologies (ICT) across diverse sectors, including business, government, nonprofit 
organizations, and academia. It combines hands-on training in the latest ICT tools and practices 
in information management with exposure to emerging research in information science and 
systems. Emphasizing the development of critical career skills, the curriculum focuses on 
problem-solving, critical thinking, leadership, and effective communication, ensuring that you 
are well-prepared to take on management roles in a world increasingly shaped by artificial 
intelligence and digital transformation. We aim to educate and train you to become a ‘go-
between’ or “boundary spanner” who can effectively communicate, and problem solve 
alongside IT professionals, as well as nontechnical stakeholders. 

Additionally, arising from the values of Information and Library Science, our program 
places great value on information management and curation. As a result, most of the 
information courses you will take focus on the organization, presentation, and management 
of information. For example, our program offers a specialization in Data Science. While 
sharing many similarities with the Master of Data Science (MDS) also offered through 
Luddy, our specialization places a much heavier focus on data management and 
information retrieval. 

Goals and Objectives of the Master of Information Science Program 

The MIS is designed to prepare you for lifelong careers in designing, managing, and 
consulting about ICT and services in public, corporate, and nonprofit settings. The 
program couples best-practices training in the management and use of ICT with 
exposure to current information management and systems research; there is a strong 
emphasis on essential career development skills including written and oral 
communication, team building, analysis, and critical thinking that are necessary for 
assuming management positions in business, nonprofit, academic, and government 
organizations. 

ILS has identified the following primary goals and objectives for the MIS program. 
Upon completion of this program, you will be prepared to: 

1. Analyze, evaluate, design, and manage information and information technologies to support 
effective 
organizational activities, work practices, and system usability 

a. Apply appropriate theories, research, and empirical evidence for effective leadership, ICT 
project management, and collaboration 

b. Apply appropriate strategies, tools and technologies to represent, organize, and manage data 
and information to align with organizational goals and objectives 

c. Use critical thinking to evaluate and diagnose information, technology, and services 
problems and challenges across human, organizational, and algorithmic domains. 
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d. Understand the theoretical and practical bases of information organization, storage, delivery, 
and retrieval systems 

e. Apply techniques from human-computer interaction, systems analysis, programming and 
database design, to analyze user needs and information systems in social and organizational 
settings 

2. Employ a sound conceptual and critical understanding of research as a foundation for strong, 
leadership-oriented careers as information professionals 

a. Adopt socio-technical and user-centered approaches to studying and working with 
information and information and communication technologies (ICT) 

b. Understand the management and organizational structures of information organizations 

c. Develop and analyze appropriate information management strategies and policies for 
organizations 

d. Utilize effectively the theoretical and practical bases of information organization, 
architecture, storage, retrieval, and delivery systems 

3. Work effectively within and across a variety of information settings and contexts 

a. Communicate effectively, orally and in writing, with stakeholders from different 
backgrounds and technical expertise 

b. Apply knowledge and skills to a variety of information settings, including corporate, 
nonprofit, government, and academic environments 

c. Understand how to work effectively in diverse, cross-functional teams 

d. Analyze, evaluate, and manage ICT to support organizational activities and work practices 

4. Understand the economic, social, political, and strategic value, and the ethical use of 
information and information technologies to participate successfully and responsibly in the 
information professions 

a. Explain socio-economic, cultural, and policy issues involved in the design, governance, and 
long-term stewardship of data and information systems, including those powered by AI. 

b. Critically assess ethical issues surrounding ICT use such as data privacy, security, 
accessibility, and the responsible use of technology, ensuring ethical decision-making in 
professional practice. 

c. Understand the value of life-long learning, in order to making effective use of the range of 
information resources (research and popular writings, professional organizations) that support 
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information work 

MIS degree requirements 

The MIS program helps to educate a distinctive information professional; one whose expertise 
includes understanding the human side of information and information technologies and 
applying this understanding to practical problems. The curriculum has been designed to provide 
a sound conceptual foundation for developing leadership-oriented careers and enabling you to 
develop expertise in one or more specific areas. 

To graduate with your MIS degree, you must complete 36 credit hours of graduate course work 
with a GPA of 3.0 or higher; at least 30 credit hours must be taken in our department. It usually 
takes two years to complete the degree. The University time limit for completing any master’s 
degree is five years. 

Course Requirements 

MIS Requirements: (36 cr.) 

Foundation Courses (18 
cr.) 

ILS-Z 510 Introduction to Information Studies (3 cr.) Must 
be fulfilled before you complete 18 credit hours 
ILS-Z 511 Database Design (3 cr.) 
ILS-Z 515 Information Architecture (3 cr.) 
ILS-Z 516 Human-Computer Interaction (3 cr.) 
ILS-Z 556 Systems Analysis (3 cr.) 
Programming Requirement (e.g. ILS-Z 517, ILS-Z 532, ILS-Z 656, 
approved ILS-Z 603, or a programming course approved by the MIS 
director) 

Electives (18cr.) Choose from: 
Any 500/600 level ILS course 
ILS-Z 601 Directed Readings (1-6 cr.) 
ILS-Z 602 Directed Research (1-6 cr.) 
ILS-Z 603 Workshop in Library and Information Science (1-
3cr., often 1.5 cr.) 
Up to 6 credits of Z-603 can count toward your degree. 
ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and Information Science (3 cr.) 
may be taken again for credit if the topic changes) 

A maximum of 6 graduate credit hours from outside our department may, under certain 
circumstances and with approval (using the "Outside Course Approval Form"), be applied to your 
degree. These 6 credit hours may be taken at Indiana University, or at another university. Outside 
courses are warranted only when they are relevant to your career objectives and will contribute 
more to the enrichment of your career goals than would ILS electives. Permission for such 
outside course work must be obtained from your advisor before enrolling in the course. The 
course must be completed with a grade of B or higher, must not be applied to another degree 
(except in the case of a recognized dual-degree program), and must be taken within the five-year 
time frame allowed for completion of the degree. One exception is the Data Science 
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specialization (described below), which required 9 graduate credits outside of ILS. 

We recommend that you complete your MIS requirements in your first two semesters. 

The Indiana University Bulletin always has the most correct and up-to-date 
information regarding degree requirements. You can access the MIS Bulletin 
information by going to 

https://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/sice/2026-2027/graduate/degree-programs/master-of-
information-science/index.shtml 

ILS considers the ILS academic bulletin to be the primary source of the policies and procedures 
that apply to your time in the MIS program. Do not hesitate to consult it! 

The importance of advising 

As you can see, there are many paths you can take through the MIS program. This is why 
academic advising is so important. It is the primary way that ILS helps you build a coherent, 
tailored program of study in your Information Science master’s degree. Through advising, you can 
connect your course choices to your personal interests, long-term goals, and professional 
aspirations, rather than taking classes in a disconnected way. In your program, advising isn’t 
informal—it’s supported by the full-time faculty, the teaching professor, the senior lecturers, and 
adjunct faculty who direct specializations. That means when you meet with your advisor, you’re 
drawing on people who understand the program well and can guide you toward the right 
specialization pathways for where you want to go next. 

Advising also matters because it gives you clear, structured ways to track your progress and avoid 
surprises. Your program monitors student progress using things like student–advisor interactions, 
degree-planning forms, graduation audits, enrollment patterns, and the questions that come up 
during orientation, registration, and advising meetings. Degree audit and graduation audit forms 
help you see exactly what requirements you’ve completed and what’s still left, including required 
courses, electives, credit hours, and the semesters you took them. In the semester before 
graduation, your academic advisor uses your form to complete a degree audit to confirm you’ve 
met every graduation requirement—and the Graduate Services Office checks it again the semester 
before graduation. This process helps ensure your plan stays on track and that support is there 
when you need it. 

Your admissions letter has contact information for your academic advisor. You should email them 
to introduce yourself soon after you are admitted and when you come to campus, make a point of 
seeking them out to say hello. Should you decide to declare a specialization, you will be assigned 
to the specialization director as your primary advisor. 

Specializations 

If you would like to take a more focused set of elective courses as you complete your degree, 
consider specializing! We have five specializations available in the MIS. If you intend to 
specialize, you are required to declare your specialization before you complete 18 credits of 
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coursework in ILS. You must complete the MIS Foundation requirements (18 cr.) plus the 
specialization requirements to earn a degree. The MIS specializations that you complete is listed 
on your transcript. 

If a course fulfills requirements for both the MIS foundation and a specialization, the course can 
fulfill both requirements, but you must take additional electives to fulfill the required number of 
credit hours (36) for the degree. The same holds for MIS courses taken as part of a dual degree. 
Below is a list of specializations along with the specialization requirements. 

MIS with Data Science Specialization: you’ll dive into the art and science of data-driven 
decision making. You’ll learn how to create, store, analyze, and manage big data sets in public 
and private settings which you will put into practice in an internship. 

Specialization Requirements (18 cr.) 

ILS-Z 605 Internship in Library and Information Science 

Choose 9 credits from the following: 

CSCI-B 555 Machine Learning 
CSCI-B 649 Topics in Systems 

Topic: Cloud Computing OR ENGR-E 516 Cloud Computing 
CSCI-B 669 Topics in Database and Information Systems 

Topic: Scientific Data Management 
INFO-I 573 Programming for Science Informatics 
STAT-S 520 Intro to Statistics 
STAT-S 670 Exploratory Data Analysis Specialization Electives 

Choose 6 credits from the following: 

ILS-Z 503 Representation and Organization 
ILS-Z 512 Information Systems Design 
ILS-Z 532 Information Architecture for the Web 
ILS-Z 534 Search 
ILS-Z 603 Workshop in Library and Information Science - approved by your specialization 
advisor 
ILS-Z 634 Metadata 
ILS-Z 635 Ontologies 
ILS-Z 637 Information Visualization 

MIS with Digital Content Curation and Collection: prepares you for careers as a 
professional who can work with a range of digital content and manage the systems that 
support the creation and management of digital content. Graduates are employed in a wide 
range of organizations working with various types of digital information, from scientific 
data and corporate archives to government and NGO records and more. 

Specialization Requirements (18 cr.) Required: 
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ILS-Z 586 Digital Curation 
ILS-Z 634 Metadata 
ILS-Z 652 Digital Libraries 
ILS-Z 690 Capstone in Information and Library Science 

Specialization Electives 

Digital Media: choose one course from the following: 

ILS-Z 587 Introduction to Moving Image Preservation 
ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and Information Science 

Topic: Audio Preservation 

Analysis/Methods: choose one course from the following: 

ILS-Z 639 Social Media Mining 
ILS-Z 638 Big Data Analytics for Web and Text 
ILS-Z 656 Digital Publishing Standards and Systems 
ILS-Z 657 Digital Humanities 

MIS with Digital Humanities Specialization: a rapidly growing field combining 
academic humanities scholarship with computing and informatics. Prepares you for a 
career as a 21st-century humanities scholar, in traditional academic positions as professors 
and librarians, as well as in alternative careers such as managers and developers at digital 
humanities centers and cultural heritage institutions 

Specialization requirements (18 cr.) 

ILS-Z 657 Digital Humanities 
Capstone Project 

ILS-Z 601 Directed Readings (Capstone Project) - Semester 1 
ILS-Z 602 Directed Research (Capstone Project) - Semester 2 

Specialization Electives (9 cr.) 

Choose 9 credits from the following or approved by the specialization advisor. Classes 
taken outside ILS must be approved by completing the Outside Course Approval Form. A 
maximum of 6 credits outside of ILS may be approved. 

ILS-Z 543 Computer-Mediated Communication 
ILS-Z 544 Gender and Computerization 
ILS-Z 584 Manuscripts 
ILS-Z 603 Workshop in Library and Information Science - approved by your specialization 
advisor 
ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and Information Science 
Topic: Information Ethics 

Rev. 08-2026-7 9 



    

    
    
     
       
        
     
        
       
        
   
 

 
 
       
        
 

        
             
          

 
    

 
          
 

     
 
      
     
        
    

             
 

         
       
    
    
    
     
     
             
 

    
             

           
           

 
    

ILS-Z 634 Metadata 
ILS-Z 635 Ontologies 
ILS-Z 637 Information Visualization 
ILS-Z 640 Seminar in Intellectual Freedom 
ILS-Z 642 Content Analysis for the Web 
ILS-Z 652 Digital Libraries 
ILS-Z 656 Digital Publishing Standards and Systems 
ILS-Z 680 The Book to 1800 
ILS-Z 681 The Book 1800 to the Present 
ILS-Z 684 Descriptive Bibliography 

Outside course example 

INFO-I 587 Introduction to Virtual Heritage 
INFO-I 588 Advanced Topics in Virtual Heritage 

MIS with Information Architecture Specialization: prepares you to work as an 
information architect in the private and public sectors. You’ll learn how to plan, oversee, 
implement, and manage the growth of content systems in support of user understanding. 

Specialization Requirements (18 cr.) 

ILS-Z 690 Capstone in Information and Library Science 

Choose 15 credits from the following: 

ILS-Z 503 Representation and Organization 
ILS-Z 519 Information Analytics 
ILS-Z 532 Information Architecture for the Web 
ILS-Z 534 Search 
ILS-Z 603 Workshop in Library and Information Science - approved by your specialization 
advisor 
ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and Information Science 

Topic: Information Architecture in Practice 
ILS-Z 633 Indexing 
ILS-Z 634 Metadata 
ILS-Z 635 Ontologies 
ILS-Z 636 Semantic Web 
ILS-Z 637 Information Visualization 
Other Luddy courses: up to 9 cr. approved by your specialization advisor 

MIS with Information Technology Leadership Specialization: your core specialization 
requirements are flexible and allow you to choose from a variety of elective courses 
focusing on information technology management. You can choose to complete a capstone 
project or an internship, where you’ll work in an information management environment. 

Specialization Requirements (12 cr.) 
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ILS-Z 514 Social Aspects of Information Technology 
ILS-Z 555 Strategic Intelligence 
ILS-Z 513 Organizational Informatics 
ILS-Z 605 Internship in Library and Information Science OR ILS-Z 690 Capstone 
in Information and Library Science 

Choose 6 credits from the following: 

ILS-Z 518 Communication in Electronic Environments 
ILS-Z 534 Search 
ILS-Z 542 International Information Issues 
ILS-Z 550 Information Institutions and their Management 
ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and Information Science 

Topic: Information Ethics 
ILS-Z 640 Seminar in Intellectual Freedom 

Dual Degrees 

ILS collaborates with multiple schools and departments across the IU Bloomington campus to 
provide you with a diverse range of interdisciplinary dual degree programs. A dual degree 
program allows you to graduate with two masters degrees in less time and with fewer credits 
than if you had done them separately, which makes this a unique, cost-effective opportunity to 
distinguish yourself as a serious academic or motivated information professional. Admission to a 
dual degree program requires separate admission to both ILS and to the department or school 
responsible for the other degree. All dual degrees with the MIS must complete the MIS 
Foundation Requirement (18 cr.), and all dual degrees with the MLS must complete the MLS 
Foundation Requirement (15 cr.) plus the dual degree  requirements in order to earn a degree. 
Both degrees must be awarded simultaneously. 

We do have a 54 credit dual MIS/MLS degree that you might find an interesting option because 
you can get both degrees while taking 18 fewer credits. 

Information about our dual degrees is listed here: 

https://bulletins.iu.edu/iub/sice/2026-2027/graduate/degree-programs/dual-degrees/index.shtml 

Internships 

The ILS-Z 605 Internship in Information and Library Science is an elective course offered 
for variable credit that can help you explore your career options in a real-world setting 
while receiving guidance from knowledgeable, experienced, and successful supervisors. 
Note that an internship is required for the MIS Data Science specialization and is an option 
in the MIS Information Technology Leadership specialization. 

Each academic credit hour requires 40 hours of on-site or remote work at your internship 
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site which can take place in any setting in which information is gathered, stored, 
managed, retrieved, and disseminated. Your position as an intern should be part time and 
should not exceed twenty hours of work per week during the fall and spring semesters. 
During the fall and spring semesters, your internship requires eight to twelve hours of 
on-task activity each week of the semester. A summer internship may allow you to work 
as many as twenty hours a week for six to eight weeks. Your actual daily schedule will 
be determined by mutual agreement between you and your supervisor. Placements will 
be determined no less than one week prior to the beginning of the semester of your 
experience. 

Internship Prerequisites 

In most cases, you should complete at least 18 graduate hours of coursework with a grade-
point average of B (3.0) or better prior to entering an internship. Because of this, you’ll 
likely enroll in the internship experience after two semesters or during your final year. 

Internship Requirements 

There are several assignments that are part of the internship: 

Statement of internship details and goals 
4 diary entries describing work activities 
Notes from 3 supervisor meetings 
Final report and presentation 

More information about internships is here: 

https://luddy.iu.edu/student-portal/graduate/ils-internship-credit.html 

Career Outcomes (2025) 

Degree Completion Timeline 

The MIS degree must be completed within 5 years. If you are pursuing a Dual master’s, you 
have 6 years to complete both degrees, which will be awarded when you have completed the 
credit hour requirements for both degrees. Most full-time MIS students complete their 
degrees in two to two and a half years. 
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Handling (digital) paperwork 

ILS has a Canvas site “ILS Student Forms” to which you are subscribed after you are admitted. It 
is here 

https://iu.instructure.com/ 

This site is the main location for accessing forms and useful links while students are enrolled in 
their programs. All forms are accessible in the "Files" tab of this Canvas page. MLS and MIS 
students will find forms in the "Master (MIS and MLS)" folder. These include 

Course Waiver & Substitution Forms: these are used to petition to waive core requirements, 
substitute courses for core requirements, receive outside course approval, count a course towards 
specialization requirements, and waive of a specialization requirement 

Independent Study Form: These are used for ILS-Z 601 or ILS-Z 602, with final approval from 
the ILS Director of Graduate Studies 

Internship Application Form: For ILS-Z 605; this form must be completed in order to be granted 
permission from the department to enroll in the course. 

Proof of Financial Need: International students unable to fill out the FAFSA are encouraged to 
complete this form each year to prove eligibility for additional scholarships and fellowships 
offered in the program. 

Travel Award Application (Master's Students): Each semester, master's students planning to 
travel to a conference or for research related activities can request travel funding. 

Application to Graduate: Students submit this form by the end of the semester prior to the 
semester in which a student plans to graduate. 

Degree Audits: This form is used for tracking completed courses and be attached to graduation 
application. 

Handouts for commencement: this is a list of semester-specific timelines for graduation 

4+1 Master’s Degree Map: This form is used to help plan a student’s course of study and ensure 
they meet all the qualifications to graduate. 

Dual Degree Form: Students fill out this form a after being admitted to a dual degree 

Leave of Absence Form: This form is used to request a leave of absence due to illness, family, 
financial, academic, or other personal reasons. 

MIS Handbook: Provides an overview of degree requirements, policies, and resources for the 
MIS degree 
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MLS Handbook: Provides an overview of degree requirements, policies, and resources for the 
MLS degree 

Specialization Declaration: This form is completed by students if and when they declare a 
specialization 

The Graduate Student Services office is in the process of moving some of these forms to an 
online application called “FireForms” – we will let you know which ones are available as they 
come on line. 

How to Apply 

For information about how to apply, go to 

https://luddy.iu.edu/admissions/graduate/index.html 

The IU Graduate CAS application has four sections (Personal Information, Academic History, 
Supporting Information, and Program Materials). The Personal Information, Academic History, 
and Supporting Information sections are part of the “common application.” The Program 
Materials Section is specific to the program you have selected. If you apply to another program 
at Indiana University, you will only need to update the Program Materials Section, so you may 
want to review the How to Apply page on the website. 

The Luddy "How to Apply" page contains the most up-to-date and comprehensive information 
regarding each step of the admissions process. Read in its entirety and use Application Checklist 
when completing your application. 

All completed applications reviewed by the ILS admissions and scholarship committee are 
considered for financial awards which the Luddy School may be offering. If you are offered 
admission, the admit letter will detail the financial award, if any. Every year we have limited 
funds to distribute, and the majority of our master’s students receive no funding. Many ILS 
students find part-time employment on or off campus to help offset the cost of their education, to 
gain experience in their field of study, or simply to earn some money. 
Below is some information about our programs that you might find helpful in the event you are 
interested in applying. The Luddy School of Informatics, Computing, and Engineering's graduate 
programs admit students with a 3-year or a 4-year bachelor's degree. The following materials are 
required: 

Personal Statement (upload in the Program Materials Section). The admissions committee 
requires you to submit a personal statement. Be sure to put your name on your statement. 
Statements can only be submitted once. Your statement should be sincere, direct, and most of all, 
written by you. Be sure to follow the instructions provided in the online application as to what 
you should include in your statement as each program may have different requirements. You 
may also use your statement to explain any anomalies in your academic record. Personal 
statements have no word limit. Statements are typically 1-3 pages long and often include the 
following information: 
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An explanation of why our MIS program is the right fit for your academic/career goals 
Why you want to be part of the program 
A description of your academic goals and your abilities 
A discussion of your plans after completion of the degree 
Information on the area of research you would like to pursue, if applicable 

Resume/CV (upload in the Program Materials Section). 

Resumes/CVs can be submitted only once with your online application as we do not accept an 
updated version at a later date. 

Transcripts and degree certifications (upload in the Program Materials Section). 

You must scan and upload copies of your transcript(s) and degree certification(s) in the Program 
Materials Section of the IU Graduate CAS application. Scanned copies are marked as unofficial. 

Letters of Recommendation (Program Materials Section). 

We require three (3) letters of recommendation. You may enter a maximum of 5 recommenders. 
Recommendations should be from academic and/or professional references who can attest to 
your abilities, accomplishments, strengths, knowledge, and experience. It is helpful if the 
recommender can discuss your potential to succeed in our MIS program. If you have experience 
as a teaching or research assistant, consider asking your supervisor to write a recommendation. 
Once you have saved your recommendation information, an email request will be sent 
automatically to the recommender on your behalf. Please advise your recommender to look for 
this email in their inbox, as well as their spam or junk-mail folder. 

Program specific questions/documents (Program Materials Section). 

The Program Materials Section of the IU Graduate CAS application system is specific to the 
program to which you are applying. You will need to complete the Program Materials Section 
for the MIS program and any other program to which you apply at the Luddy School. 

TOEFL, TOEFL at Home Edition, IELTS, or Duolingo (for international students) 
(Academic History Section). 

If you are a non-native English speaker, you must be proficient in English. Many of our students 
score 100 or above for TOEFL; 7.0 or above for IELTS; and 120 or above for Duolingo. 
You must submit your official test scores by the application deadline. It can take a few weeks 
for your scores to be sent and processed, so please plan accordingly. On your application, you 
must enter current TOEFL or IELTS scores in the Academic History section of your application. 
Note about Duolingo scores: You cannot enter your scores in the Academic History section of 
the application. You can also upload scanned copies of your scores, and we will use these as 
unofficial scores until the official scores arrive. 

These scanned copies should be uploaded in the Program Materials section of your application. 

Rev. 08-2026-7 15 



    

 
              

 
   
 

                  
           

         
 

  
              

    
 

        
 

     

 
 

 
 

             
  

 
  
 

  
 
  
 

  
 

 
          

  
 

 
               

          
     

 
  

 
 
  
 

For TOEFL, our School Code is 1324. For the department codes go to 

https://www.ets.org/s/toefl/pdf/dept_code_list.pdf. I 

If the program is not listed, use the department code of 60. For IELTS, you will send your 
scores to "Indiana University, Bloomington - Office of International Admissions." For 
Duolingo, you will send your scores to "Indiana University - Undergraduate/Graduate." 

If you are applying to our masters program, you are required to submit English proficiency test 
scores. However, if you have earned a degree from a U.S. university, the English proficiency 
requirement will be waived. 

GRE Official Test Scores, optional (Academic History Section). 

The submission of GRE scores is optional. If you wish to submit test scores, please use 1324 for 
the institution code and 0000 for the department code. GRE scores must have been earned within 
the past five years. 

Tuition/Fees 

Indiana University is committed to keeping its degrees affordable for in-state and out-of-state 
students. For an estimate of expenses for graduate students, go to 

http://bursar.indiana.edu/home/index.php/tuition-fee-rates/tuition-estimator/. 

We encourage you to review the University Fee List 

https://academics.iu.edu/fees/ 

Funding Opportunities 

Attending graduate school is an investment in your future. With a graduate degree from 
Indiana University’s Luddy School of Informatics, Computing, and Engineering coupled with 
your undergraduate degree, you will have a first-rate education that will give you an extra edge 
in the job market. 

Every year we have limited funds to distribute. The majority of our master’s students receive 
no funding. Some students find part-time employment to help offset the cost of their 
education, to gain experience in their field of study, or simply to earn some money. 

Information about getting help to pay for your education is here 

https://bloomington.iu.edu/cost-aid/financial-aid/ 
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ILS Scholarships 

If you have submitted your application by the first priority deadline, which, for fall 
admission is January 1, your application is reviewed for admission and is considered for 
any type of funding that may be available. If you are admitted to the program and receive 
funding, it will be detailed in your admission letter. 

Many professional organizations related to Information and Library Science, such as ALA 
and ASIST, sometimes provide scholarships to current students. If you are a member of a 
professional organization, please feel free to reach out to their administrative job office to 
see if they provide any scholarships to students currently in school. Below are links to other 
sources of financial aid for MIS students. 

Fellowships, scholars, and grants 

https://ils.indiana.edu/apply/funding/index.html 
https://graduate.indiana.edu/funding-professional-dev/funding/ 
https://graduate.indiana.edu/funding-professional-dev/funding/fellowships/ 

Finding a part-time job 

https://ils.indiana.edu/career-prep/index.html#get-experience 

We have a great school with lots of opportunities for students and we hope you will consider 
applying to our program. We look forward to hearing from you. Please email us if you have any 
questions. Our email address is GoLuddy@iu.edu. 

Stay Safe and Go Luddy! 
Graduate Recruitment and Admissions Team 
Luddy School of Informatics, Computing, and 
Engineering Luddy Hall, Room 1118 
700 N. Woodlawn Avenue 
Bloomington, Indiana 47408 
GoLuddy@iu.edu | 812.856.3960 

Course Availability by Term 

Class Name Fall Spring Summer Notes 
ILS-Z 501 User Services and Tools X X MLS Core 
ILS-Z 502 Collection Development and 

Management 
Offered Occasionally 

ILS-Z 503 Representation and 
Organization 

X X MLS Core 
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ILS-Z 504 Cataloging X Required for Dual with 
Musicology, Music 
Librarianship 

ILS-Z 505 Evaluation of Resources and 
Services 

X X 

ILS-Z 506 Introduction to Research Offered Occasionally 
ILS-Z 510 Introduction to Information 

Studies 
X MIS Core 

ILS-Z 511 Database Design X X MIS Core, one section 
reserved for ILS students 
during early registration 

ILS-Z 513 Organizational Informatics X 

ILS-Z 514 Social Aspects of 
Information Technology 

X 

ILS-Z 515 Information Architecture X MIS Core 
ILS-Z 516 Human-Computer Interaction X MIS Core 

ILS-Z 517 Web Programming X MIS Core Option 
ILS-Z 519 Information Analytics X Offered Occasionally 
ILS-Z 525 Government Information X Required for Dual with 

Law, African American and 
African Diaspora Studies 

ILS-Z 532 Information Architecture for the 
Web X X 

ILS-Z 534 Search 
X X 

One section reserved for 
ILS students during early 
registration, Required for 
Dual with Latin American 
and Caribbean Studies, 
African Studies, History 

ILS-Z 542 International Information Issues 

X 

Optional for Dual with Latin 
American and Caribbean 
Studies, African Studies, 
History 

ILS-Z 543 Computer-Mediated 
Communication 

Usually taught every other 
year, semester varies 

ILS-Z 544 Gender and Computerization X Usually taught every 
other year, semester varies 

ILS-Z 550 Information Institutions and 
their Management 

X X MLS Core 

ILS-Z 555 Strategic Intelligence 
X 

Required for Information 
Technology Leadership, 
usually taught every other 
year, generally in Fall 
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ILS-Z 556 Systems Analysis and 
Design 

X MIS Core 

ILS-Z 571 Materials for Youth X Required for Children’s and 
Young Adult 

ILS-Z 572 Youth Services X Required for Children’s and 
Young Adult 

ILS-Z 573 Education of Information Users X 

ILS-Z 581 Archives and Records 
Management 

X 

Option for Dual with 
History, Dual with History 
and Philosophy of Science, 
Required for Archives and 
Records Management 

ILS-Z 583 Rare Book Librarianship 
X 

Required for Rare 
Book Librarianship 

ILS-Z 584 Manuscripts 
X 

Option for Dual with 
History, for Dual with 
History and Philosophy of 
Science 

ILS-Z 585 Records Management 

ILS-Z 586 Digital Curation X Required for Digital 
Curation (DC3) 

ILS-Z 601 Directed Readings X X X Independent study course 
ILS-Z 602 Directed Research X X X Independent study course 
ILS-Z 603 Workshop in Library and 

Information Science X X X 
Various topics taught each 
semester 

ILS-Z 604 Topics in Library and 
Information Science 

X X X Various topics taught each 
semester 

ILS-Z 605 Internship in Library and 
Information Science X X X 

Required for some 
specializations and dual 
degrees 

ILS-Z 634 Metadata X Required for Digital 
Curation, (DC), 
Digital Libraries 

ILS-Z 635 Ontologies X Offered occasionally 
ILS-Z 637 Information Visualization X 
ILS-Z 638 Big Data Analytics for Web and 

Text 
ILS-Z 639 Social Media Mining X X One section reserved for 

ILS students during early 
registration 
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ILS-Z 640 Seminar in Intellectual Freedom 
X 

Usually taught every 
Spring 

ILS-Z 642 Content Analysis for the Web X 

ILS-Z 645 The Social and Organizational 
Informatics of Big Data 

X 

ILS-Z 651 Art Librarianship X Required for Dual with Art 
History 

ILS-Z 652 Digital Libraries X Required for Digital 
Curation, (DC3), 
Digital Libraries 

ILS-Z 655 Music Librarianship 
X 

Required for Dual with 
Musicology, Music 
Librarianship 
specialization 

ILS-Z 656 Digital Publishing Standards 
and Systems 

X 

ILS-Z 657 Digital Humanities X Required for Digital 
Humanities 

ILS-Z 672 Seminar on Literature for Youth 
X 

Required for Children's 
and Young Adult, usually 
taught every other year, 
normally in Fall 

ILS-Z 680 The Book to 1800 X 

ILS-Z 681 The Book 1800 to the Present X 

ILS-Z 683 Reference Sources for Rare 
Books 

X 

ILS-Z 684 Descriptive Bibliography X 
ILS-Z 685 Building Trustworthy 

Digital Repositories: Theory 
and Practice 

ILS-Z 690 Capstone in Information and 
Library Science X X X 

Required for Information 
Architecture, Digital 
Curation (DC3), and Digital 
Humanities 
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